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Tidal/ Coas tal Flooding
Tidal flooding m ay oc c ur during a s urge event in the Atlantic Ocean. 
The ‘p redic tive’ flood m ap  s how s  areas p redic ted to be flooded during a theoretical or ‘design’  
flood event with an es tim ated p robability of oc c urrence, rather than inform ation for ac tual floods 
that have oc c urred in the p as t.
The m ap  refers  to flood event p robabilities in term s  of a p erc entage Annual Exceedance Probability, or ‘AEP’. This rep res ents  the p robability of an event of this, 
or greater, severity oc c urring in any given year. These p robabilities m ay als o be exp res s ed as odds (e.g. 200 to 1) of the event oc c urring in any given year. 
They are also com m only referred to in term s  of a return p eriod (e.g. the 200-year flood), although this p eriod is not the length of tim e that will elap s e between 
two s uc h events  oc c urring, as, although unlikely, two very severe events  m ay oc c ur within a short s p ac e of tim e.

Annual Exceedance 
Probability

Odds of Occurrence in 
a Given Year

Return Period 
(Years)

10% (High Probability) 10 : 1 10
0.5% (Medium Probability) 200 : 1 200
0.1% (Low probability) 1000 : 1 1000

 (in com bination with Fluvial Event)

~110 properties 
(of which 100 are also at risk of 
fluvial flooding) 


