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Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme, Co. Galway W

1 INTRODUCTION
Ballinasloe has a long history of flooding from the Suck and Deerpark Rivers and other local tributaries.
In recent times, significant flooding occurred in November 2009 and during winter 2015/2016.

The scheme obijective is to provide protection to all domestic and commercial properties currently at risk
of flooding from the River Suck and its tributaries within the scheme area, up to the design standard of

protection including an allowance for climate change adaptation.

The first Public Consultation Day was held on Thursday 5th March 2020 in the Dunlo Room of the

Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe.

1.1 Aims and Approaches of the Public Consultation Day
1.1.1  Aims
e To inform the general public of the Constraints Study and preliminary aspects of the Ballinasloe
Flood Relief Scheme and to obtain information about flooding or other relevant environmental
information about the Study Area presented. Interested persons were able to scrutinise the
consultation materials, have relevant questions answered and take away a brochure setting out

the project for future reference.

e To elicit feedback on the CFRAMS flood hazard maps and preliminary options in order assist

with the assessment of options as part of this project.
e To communicate the project processes and timescales

e To encourage participation from stakeholders and the public generally in relation to their own

observations or experiences of flood events.

e To invite stakeholders and the public to contribute their views by way of submissions, photos,

videos, verbal comments and via the questionnaire.

1.1.2 Target audience
The general public and all interested parties, including political stakeholders, in particular the Ballinasloe

Flood Action Group, affected landowners and local residents

If during the course of the PCD anyone wishing to discuss the scheme in more detail will be passed to
senior study team members, or members of the OPW / local authority team. This would also include

Elected members / TDs and media representatives.

1.1.3 Event format

e Information stand / posters set-up.
e  Galway County Councillors Briefing at 14:00.

e Drop-in style consultation event between 15:00 and 20:00, with representatives from the Project
Team of OPW, Ryan Hanley and ARUP present.

® Registration (host role) and one-to-one or small group discussions.

e Supplementary drawings, maps and other supporting materials on-hand.

.RYAN' Public Consultation Feedback Report mPage 1
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2 ADVERTISING OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION DAY

2.1 Traditional media

Advertising of the Public Consultation Event was undertaken in various online news outlets and on social
media in the week preceding the event. In addition, notices were placed in the local papers in the week
and weekend preceding the event and radio announcements were made on Galway Bay FM.

2.2 Social / Other Media

It was determined that social media sites, such as Facebook and Twitter groups, provided a suitable
format to promote messages and information about the Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme Public
Consultation Day.

Galway County Council published a post on their page the week prior to the event highlighting the
upcoming Public Consultation Day.

25 February - &

@ Galway County Council E]

Ballinaslos Flood Relief Scheme

The Office of Public Works (OFPW) in conjunction with Galway County
Council (GCC) are holding a Public Consultation Day for the Ballinasloe
Flood Relief Scheme on Thursday, 5th March 2020. The event will be held
in the Shearwater Hotel and will run from 3pm until 8pm. The objective of
the day is to seek initial views from the public in relation to the key issues
that the Study being undertaken should address, as well as highlighting
points of local importance that may constrain the design of potential flood
alleviation measures. Members of the Design Consultants, Arup and the
Envircnmental Consultants, Ryan Hanley, will be present on the day on
behalf of OPW and GCC to meet with members of the public. The Public
Consultation covers the Constraints Study phase of the Project. The
purpose of the Study itself is to assess and develop a viable, cost-effective
and sustainable Flood Relief Scheme to alleviate flooding in Ballinasloe.
For further information see www floodinfc_ 1e/ballinasloefrs]

Galway Bay FM Connacht Tribune - Galway City Tribune

c 14 4 comments 22 shares

Figure 2.1 Facebook Post from Galway County Council

Twitter posts were published from the Galway Bay FM and also from Galway County Council twitter

accounts informing the public of the event.
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. Galway Bay fm News @ @Galwaybayfmnews - Mar 4 v
w:isﬁ Public consultation tomorrow on Ballinasloe flood relief scheme -

Public consultation tomorrow on Ballinasloe flood rel...
Galway Bay fm newsroom — The Office of Public Works

E] 15 to hold an open public consultation day tomorrow...
& galwaybayfm.ie

) e e,

E

Figure 2.2 Twitter Post from Galway Bay FM

Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme

The Office of Public Works (OPW) in conjunction with Galway County Council
(GCC) are holding a Public Consultation Day for the Ballinasloe Flood Relief
Scheme on Thursday, 5th March 2020...........

ow.ly/nFLI30glwie

g! GalwayCountyCouncil @GalwayCoCo - Mar 4 b4

Q i v, '
& | GalwayCountyCouncil @GalwayCoCo - Mar 5 v
Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme

The Office of Public Works are holding an open Public Consultation Day on
S5thMarch in the Shearwater Hotel (3pm to 8pm). Members of the
Design/Environmental Team will be present to meet with members of the
public. ow.ly/sWov30gkCsE

O & v I

Figure 2.3 Twitter Post from Galway County Council

2.3 Mail Drop
The event was also publicised locally through distribution of information leaflets to those landowners and
stakeholders affected by the proposed works. Prior to the event, Posters were also put up and flyers

m Public Consultation Feedback Report sPage 3
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made available in the Town Hall, Library and other public buildings. A copy of the Newsletter which
was distributed on the 274 March 2020 is available in Appendix C.

2.4 Other

Feedback received on the night referred that word of mouth was integral part in the community hearing
about the event.

3 PUBLIC CONSULTATION DAY ARRANGEMENTS

3.1 Public Consolation
On the Thursday 5th March 2020, an exhibition of the study area was opened to the public between
15:00 and 20:00. The event was held in the Dunlo Room, of the Shearwater Hotel in Ballinasloe.

3.2 Councillor Presentation

A presentation to Local Councillor representatives of Galway County Council was held on Thursday 5th
March 2020. The purpose of this was to present the study area to the elected members, prior to the
Public Consultation Event, and to outline the process involved in the preparation for the Ballinasloe Flood
Relief Scheme. The presentation was held in the Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe prior to the commencement
of the PCD. Following the presentation, members of staff from the Office of Public Works and Design
Team were available to answer questions from the Council representatives.

Points raised by the councillors included:

e Queries regarding security of funding for the project and tight cost-benefit ratio

o  Concern with timelines for the project and desire to see scheme implemented sooner

e Queries about why it is necessary to carry out another options selection process, considering that
a preferred option was identified under CFRAMS

e Concern about availability of property flood insurance locally

3.3 Signage at the Public Consultation Day
PCD Posters and signs were placed on the doorways of the lobby of the Shearwater Hotel directing
people to the Dunlo Room of the Shearwater Hotel.

3.4 Public Consultation Materials

3.4.1 Literature Available for the Consultation
A copy of Ballinasloe Flood Relief Study (Hydro Environmental Ltd., 2010) which was completed on
behalf of ‘Flood Alleviation Ballinasloe Community Project’.

3.4.2 Public Consultation Questionnaire

A questionnaire with pre-printed questions was provided to each attendee at the exhibition on the 5th
of March. Prepaid envelopes were provided to those who wished to return questionnaire by post with a
return date for the completed questionnaires of the 16th of April. Information in addition to the
questionnaires was also accepted and recorded on the evening of the event or subsequently by post.

This provided an opportunity for members of the public to express their views on the study area shown
and to provide information regarding flooding in their areaq, in addition to other comments they may
have had relating to the design or the Environmental Constraints Study. A copy of the blank questionnaire
is attached in Appendix A.
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3.4.3 Public Consultation Exhibition Posters
The format of the Constraints Study Consultation exhibition was based on a number of scheme posters.

The posters included:

e Indicative Study Area Map

e  Constraints Study

e Scheme Objectives and Overview

e Environmental Constraints

e CFRMP Flood Relief Scheme Interaction Process

o Public Involvement

Figure 3.1 Photo of Some of the Posters Displayed at the Event

3.5 Public Consultation Exhibition

3.5.1 Staffing of Exhibition

At the venue, staff from the OPW, Galway County Council, Ryan Hanley (Environmental Team) and ARUP
Design Team were in attendance to present the study area, accept information from the general public
and answer any questions at the preliminary stage. Additional photos of the night are available in

Appendix B.

3.5.2 Numbers of Public Attendees

Members of the public visiting the exhibition were invited to sign a visitor’s book to enable a record of
the number of attendees to be maintained. A total of eighty-two attendees signed the attendance book
at the event in Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe. Thirty-Two of which were 5th Year geography students

from Garbally College in Ballinasloe.
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3.5.3 Additional Comments
All material used at the event, including the presentation given to the councillors, was made available on
the Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme website (https://www.floodinfo.ie/frs/en/ballinasloe/project-

info /public-engagement /).

3.6  Other Consultation
Consultation was undertaken with Flood Alleviation Ballinasloe (FAB). They emphasised their opinion that
the Station Road element of the project is of utmost urgency given that it is in a location which has the
greatest number of households vulnerable to flood risk on an annual basis. They also say that the works
on the East Bridge (Dublin Rd Bridge) are equally urgent as it would benefit all areas upstream, as would

the river maintenance and dredging.

They highlighted that there is worry that a number of issues may delay the 'Bridge’ works to the detriment
of the entire project and are of the opinion that other areas-segments such as Station Rd could proceed

while these issues were being addressed.
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4  PuBLIC CONSULTATION RESPONSE

4.1 Verbal Comments at Exhibition

Visitors to the exhibitions are considered to have understood the proposals as presented at the exhibition.
Comments received generally related to the level of flooding in the past. Some members of the public
demonstrated to project team staff the location of their property and their general concerns regarding
the level of flooding and damage which arose from past flood events. In addition to provision of
information about flooding, members of the public also provided their suggestions relating to potential
flood alleviation measures.

Further points brought up during the event related to access if embankments are built on farmland and
also the bisecting of land, and the possibility that land in some areas west of the Derrymullen
wall/embankment have become wetter due to the presence of the defences.

Some of the verbal comments received are available in Appendix D.

4.2 Questionnaires Returned

By the 16" of April 2020, a total of fifteen questionnaires and one email submission had been returned
to the team. No questionnaires were received after this date. These submissions along with the dates
received have been passed on to the OPW.

4.3  Photos and other Media

Those who indicated that they had photos or videos of the flooding they experienced were contacted
and asked to supply what photos or videos they had. There were 3 responses to this contact, of which
2 provided photos and/or video of flooding which impacted the individual and their property, while a
third respondent provided a link to a YouTube video showing flooding within Ballinasloe and in which
you can see the back of the respondent’s house. All media received was passed on to the Design team

for consideration.

5  ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION RESPONSE

5.1 Analysis of Questionnaires

Although there were 82 attendees, 32 of these were students from the local Secondary School and due
to the requirement of GDPR consent no Questionnaires were filled out by the students. Instead, they were
offered Questionnaires to bring home for their parents to complete. However, their verbal comments
were taken into account above. Therefore, the analysis is conducted on the 50 adult attendees.

Although the questionnaire was available to all, in some cases the attendee did not have sufficient
knowledge of flooding to answer the questionnaire. A number of attendees were given the questionnaire
to take home or to pass to non-attendees, for which they were given a prepaid stamped addressed

envelope.

In total, there were fifteen respondents to the questionnaire (one respondent filled 2 Questionnaires)
representing 30% of the attendees, all of whom live or work either within the study area or on the border
and in areas affected by the indicative flood extents. The responses were mapped below in Figure 5.1.
If specific addresses were not given, the point location was placed within the general area indicated by
their address. All respondents have been directly affected by the flooding. Full details of the responses
to the questionnaires were provided to the Design Team. Outlined below is a summary of the information
obtained from the questionnaires.
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0 0.5
|
Legerd [ Study Area Respondents
@ On Night
® Post

Figure 5.1 Approximate Location of Respondents

Do you own, rent or occupy a property within the
study area being considered?

0%

m Yes
= No

= Unanswered

Figure 5.2 Results from the Question: "Do you own, rent or occupy a property within the study area being considered?”

As seen in Figure 5.2, over 90% of attendees owned /rented /occupied a property within the study area.
Three people left this question “unanswered” however gave their home address as being within the study

area and therefore were included as “Yes”.
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Have you had any personal experience of
flooding?

= Yes
= No

Unanswered

Figure 5.3 Results from the Question: “Have you had any personal experience of flooding€”

The majority of respondents had personal experiences of flooding (80%) as shown above in Figure 5.3.
Figure 5.4 below shows that the main type of property which had previously been flooded were
“Dwellings” (35%). The next most common was “Land” (including agricultural) at 20% and other buildings
such as “Stables/Sheds” (10%). A number of respondents left this question unanswered (15%).

Type of Property Flooded

= Dwelling

= Stables/Sheds

= Land
V m Access to Property
5% = Commercial

m Public Roads

= Unanswered

Figure 5.4 Results from the Question: Type of Property Flooded

The questionnaire also asked if the respondents had put any measures in to prevent or reduce the impact
of flooding on their properties. The majority of respondent either answered no (40%) or left the question
unanswered (40%). However, 20% of respondents said that they had. One respondent noted that they
had installed a small wall at back of some of the property. Another gave details of the measures they
had put in place which included a wall around the perimeter of property, demountable gate barriers, a
sump dug at the lowest point, a pump on standby, and a non-return valve on the surface water drain.

m Public Consultation Feedback Report mPage 9
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Have you put in place measures to prevent or
reduce the impact of flooding?

m Yes
= No

= Unanswered

Figure 5.5 Results from the Question: “Have you put in place measures to prevent or reduce the impact of flooding?”

5.2 Flooding Information
Flooding information was gathered and recorded from residents in relation to first-hand experiences

and anecdotal information.

5.3 Environmental Constraints

In Question 13 the respondents were given six environmental topics and asked to rank their opinion of
the importance of each constraint, from very important to un-important. One respondent to the
Questionnaire did not answer this question.

The majority of the respondence considered “Water Quality” as being of most importance with 58.82%

of respondents indicating it as ‘very important’.

“Land use and Agriculture” was considered the second most important constraint with 33.3% of
respondence indicating it as ‘very important’. While Architectural & Cultural Heritage and Angling,
Tourism & Recreation come in as joint third with 13.33% of respondence reporting these two constraints
as ‘very important’. “Landscape and Visual Amenity” was indicated as of the least importance with
6.66% of respondents indicating it to be “Very Important”. Overall answers to this question are
summarised in
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Table 5.1 below:
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Table 5.1 Answers to Question 13 — In your opinion, how important are the following environmental constraints to the proposed
Flood Relief Scheme

. . Very Moderately  Of Little .
Environmental Topics Important Unimportant
Important Important Importance

Biodiversity, Flora & 20%
Fauna
Land d
ane s an 33.3% 6.66% 26.6% 6.66%
Agriculture
Water Quality 58.82% 13.33% 13.33%
Architectural and
. 13.33% 33.3% 13.33% 6.66%
Cultural Heritage
Landscape and Visual
. 6.66% 20% 20% 26.6%
Amenity
Angling, Tourism &
ngINg, feurism 13.33% | 6.66% 26.6% 26.6% 6.66%
Recreation

5.4 Other Comments

A number of residents raised concerns about elevated water levels in February 2020 after the series of

storms and highlighted that the areas of Derrymullen and Station Road were the worst affected. They
also mentioned that the flood defence wall and pump system, which was installed in 2011 after the

2009 flood event, has been working well.

Other issues raised by the local community include how long the project would take to come to fruition
and problems regarding the insurance of properties which were previously affected by flooding. People
also commented on the isolation felt by those affected, particularly when some roads become

impassable.

Praise was given to the quick response of the authorities in February and the hardworking people who
were dispatched to the area. However, concerns regarding the regular maintenance of gutters and

drains were also raised.

A general increase in the capacity of the river through dredging and additional pipework to remove
water from the mill race were also suggested components of the solution. It has been suggested that the
current flood defence wall should be extended to provide protection for the remaining houses. Concern
was raised that if a sluice were to be built at the Hill of Back that it would cause areas to flood which

have never flooded before.

Some issues were raised with the current design by landowners as they felt in parts it removed access
points as well as bisecting and isolating areas of farmland. As well as devaluation of land quality due

to diversion of flood waters to farmland as a result of mounds and walls.

The submissions also asked for consideration to be made in the design to ensure that the River Suck
remains an amenity which the town’s inhabitants and tourists can use and, if possible, for the design to

improve access and connectivity to the river along with providing walk and cycle ways. There was also
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a suggestion that proposed works to rejuvenate areas near Main Street and Society Street be
incorporated or taken into account when designing the flood relief scheme.

Some suggest that the scheme could be completed in stages to alleviate the risk of flooding in the most
vulnerable places.

6 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

It was noted that numbers on the night may have been affected by the arrival of Covid19 to Ireland as
the first case was confirmed in the country the previous week. There were no health and safety issues to
report at any of the events and care was taken to avoid shaking hands, etc.

Despite leaflets being delivered by mail drop within the study area, a number of people noted at the
event that they had been the victim of flooding and had not received one. Perhaps for future events,
leaflets could be delivered at an earlier date to aid publicity to be spread through word of mouth and
to benefit anyone who had not received a leaflet.

Overall, there has been a positive response to the scheme and people are eager for it to commence.
The submissions and the attendees on the night both highlighted the urgency of the project.
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Appendix A — Blank Questionnaire
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@‘ ‘ OPW o,
BALLINASLOE FLOOD RELIEF SCHEME
PusLIC CONSULTATION NO.1 QUESTIONNAIRE

[Please complete this gquesticnnaire and hand it in ot the Public Information Day or ploce in the stomped oddressed

envelope provided, alternatively thiz questionnaire can be downlooded from www. floodinfe le /Bollinostostrs and
sent by emall to solinoslzefrsifarup.com, Please raturn by Thursday 14 Aprl 2020,

MName [optional):
Address:

Phone {optional):
Email {eptianal):

2. Do yow own, rent or occupy a proparty within the study area being considerad? Tes ] ro [

3. Address of property (if different from heme oddress)

4. Have you had any personal experience of flooding? Yos [ Mo [

5. If yes, please give date(s):

&. Type of property Hooded:

7. Approximate maximum death of Flooding:

8. Souree of Flooding: Direstly from River,/ Stream []
Frem Drains D
Owerground flow (surfoce water] D
9. Da you have photographs of floading? Yes || Ma ||
10 If you do, may the OPW have permission to use them? Yes D Ma D

Maote:  Photographs will be mellected of o loter dote
11. Have yau pul in place medaiures lo pravent or reduce the impact of Flaeding? ves || ra |

If so, please describe:

12. Haw da you think the issue of floading in the area ean be reselved?

Fage 1

w Public Consultation Feedback Report sPage 14
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13. In your opinion, how impertant are the fellowing environmental constaints te the development of o

Floed Risk Managemant Scheme for the Ballinasloe area: [please fick appropriote boxes)
| Very Inportant Modensiely OF Linle Unimperiant
ssue Irprer tam Impurian I tane

Bliadiversity, Flora and Founa D :l D I:l :‘

Land Use ond Agriculture

Whater Guality

Architectural and Cubteral Heritoge D :| |:| |:| :‘
Landscope and Visval Amenity ] ] ] ] L]
Angling, Tuwsinn & Ruwrsative |_| J [_l [_I J

If you have any comments in relafion to the proposed scheme or the censtraints, please record them here:

L] L L L] L]
L] U L L] L

Comment:

GDPR Compliance

Your contact details have been collected to aid the development of the flood relief wheme for Ballinasloe.
The details will only be wsed for the purposes of contacting you in relation fo the scheme, which may include
sema or oll of the following:

Matifying you of fure consultation opportunities

Arranging access to your lands for the purposes of data collection by project staff and approved

third party surveyors

Clarifying information, you have already provided to the project team and ebtaining further inputs
Your details will be securely kept on file for the duration of the project

Signoture:

| agree to the above vse ond retenfion of my contect details

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO=-OPERATION

Fage 3

|RYAN
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Appendix B — Photos of the Public Consultation Venue
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Appendix C — Newsletter
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News

Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme

Tlonscadal Bireann
Project Treland

2040

@ opwanz, mmmz—~ ARUP Ao [rvan RN
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RYAN®

MNews

anlagrml.ml to the Scheme

As |mrr of the i|'|'||_?:|.'|'|:r|'|rﬂ.|i-::l|'| of the EU Flonds
Directive, the OPW undertook Citchment Flood
Risk Assessment and Management {CFRAM) Stodies
berween 2012 and 2018. These swudles examined

W of Trebamds ||1:zj-:1-|' soeiies of |m-|'|15|.!_l| agrnss 300
comrnunities in the largest study a8 Heod risk ever
undertaken by the State,

Ihe findings from the CERAN Studies are set out m
a series of Flood Risk Management Plans (available
at httpelfwww ftoodinfouer . The Plans provide the
outlineg of 118 proposed schemes thal com protect
11500 properties, The OPW is now working
-.’t|v::-h|’t::.' with the Local Authorities 1o comimence the
implementation of the first tranche of prioritised
schemes, which includes Ballinasoe,

Ballinasloe has o long history of flooding trom the
Hiver Suck, Deerpark River amd other local tributaries
[ recent times, significant fooding eccurred in
Movember 2009 and during winter 201 5/2016.

FI'I“-::I'.\'III;.'_ the flooad of 2009_ a flosd relief scheme or
the Derrymuilen drea was advanced by Galway Coanty
Council. Construction of the scheme was completed in
2001, and involved L1%km of Oeod defence structures
eomsisting primarily of walls and smbankments

The exlsting Derrymullen s¢heme s proposed to be
incorporated into the proposed Bailinasloe Flood Relied
scheme, which will facilitate the cogoing management
'.|:||,| matnlenaide {ll'u. .ﬁ.:rlgjf ||'\.'|,'r:.|'| H‘;I‘I::.‘II:_! fear I,|!n'
Lo

www floadinfo.ie/ballinasloelrs

Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme

OPW in parinership with Galway Connty Couneil,

has appeinted Arop i conjunction with Hydro
Ervironmental Lid. toassess, develop and design a
viable, cost-effective and environmentally sustainable
flaod relicf scheme for Ballinastoe. OPW has appointed
Ryan Honley to undertake the necessary environmental
assessrnents, This propect-level development includes
further public and sizkeholder engagement. detailed
design and a local Puslic Exhibition or submission

for planming approvi or confirmation, The oulpats
frewm the detailed design may give rise at that stage to
some amendment of he proposed works to ensure

that it is fully adapted, developed and appropriate
within the local context and that it is compliaot with
environmental legislmion and is economically feasihle.

Scheme Area

The scheme objective is to provide protection to all
drmeestic nnd commiercial properties corrently af risk
al I|_||-::-||1::g froan the River Suck and its teibutaries
within the scheme ares, up to the design standard of
protection including an allswanece for dimate chanpge
adaptation [reler o map opposiie).

Consideration will also be given o additional measores
loeated cutside of the main scheme extent 1ooassist
with provision of flocd celief measures in the areas
deeribed above,

|RYAN
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RYAN®

|RYAN

Izt
Scheme Area

Indigative Food
Extents

Prunla R

ath March

‘The purpose of this first public cansultation cvent

i5 to introduce the project team, dsplay the process
for developing the scheme and togather valuable
lowcal knowbedge from stakeholders and the public
which i3 essential in schieving this project abjective,
[n particular, we seck initial views from the public

in relation o the key issues that the scheme should
address and highlight points of local importance that
may constrain the design of potential flood alleviation
eSS,

Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme

The Office of Public Works wishes to consider all
viewpaints in relation to the scheme area being
exaimined and this is your opportunity to take part

at the early stages of the planning of the Flood Relief
Scheme. Time spent communicating your views to the
OMiice of Public Works is appreciated, Flease examine
the scheme area shown above and let your views be
known. Questionnaires will be available at the poblic
consultation evem which can be filled out and banded
in an the day. Alternatively submissions can be posted
or emailed to the proect team address.

While comments from the public
will be welcomed throughous
all stages of the project,

we would appreciate if
comments relating tothe
apening public consultation
day could be submitted by
Thursday 16th April 2020,

wwwfloodinfoie/ballinasloefrs
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RYAN®

www. floodinfo.ie/

Ballin

ballinasloefrs

ballinasloefrs:

What happens next?

In the fl:-||l.:-wi::|g & months, the |.1|,,>.-‘i1_l_||'| team will
work ok

+  Data Collection and Review

«  Procurement and Management of Surveys

» Imitial Public consultation day

«  Collaborative Workshop for stakeholders

«  Environmental 3
Conateninis :.r-u..l:,- .

+  Hydrolopical
review analvsis

Outline Project Programme

Stage I

2020 | 2001 |

Stage1 T ——————
e —
Stage M1

Ful;s-g:e[\’

I'\.lil-t'l_l" W

- Ph‘."j_'rinlll'!l{'l' achivities

FLip.Com

All commients received In response to the Public
Information Event will be considered by the Office
of Public Works and will be taken into account in
the preparation of the first stage of the Ballinasloe
Flood Relief Scheme The stapes of the scheme are
as follows:

Schieme Stages

Stips Data € i.:l|'||.':ri|1g, Hl,lrx'u_'}'ir.g and 5i

Hydrelogy Study & Hydraulic Modelling

Flood Risk Management Crpions

Selectior of Preforred Option

Stape £ Public Exhabition  Planning

Stape Tl Ministerial Confirmation / Detailed Design
LT Caonslruction

Slopge v Handaver of Warlis

T

[

B subiect to approval and funding

Maie Timelines are the current best esimane b are sizhlect o revisten

www. floadinfoie/ballinasloefrs

|RYAN
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Appendix D — Additional Notes from the PCD
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Issues raised at PCD 5/3/2020

The following are notes of verbal discussions between the project team members and attendees at the

PCD.

Local resident

Noted that there is an issue with peat silt entering the channel from bogs. Landowner
suggested that this causes loss of fish habitat and conveyance capacity of channel.

Suggestion to utilise the dry canal channel to the south east of the town as a flood relief
channel.

Suggestion that the crossing of the channel adjacent to the civic offices under the R446 road is
too small.

Suggestion that the 2009 event could be mainly attributed to:
o lowered sluices at east bridge;
o blocked arches at west bridge;
o blocked arches at the atlas channel;
0 Lack of conveyance associated with peat silt.

The resident questioned whether the flood relief measures identified by CFRAMS are
necessary or appropriate considering the above.

Landowner adjacent to Ballinasloe west bridge

Former

In favour of CFRAMS preferred option — not keen on the alternative of defending
along the old channel.

Landowner noted that there is a pump arrangement to feed the old channel during dry
weather which doesn’t seem to work. Landowner suggested that the old channel
upstream of the west bridge could do with being cleaned/dredged.

Galway CoCo staff member

Some past flooding occurred at Portnick Drive associated with blockage of surface
water pipes with debris. Alignment of surface water pipe shown on CFRAMS map isn’t
accurate — takes a more indirect route through private property route.

Some past surface water flooding occurred on Creagh Road. Stream coming from the
east is piped under the cemetery and flows into the Suck.

A number of foul Imhoff tanks discharge into the suck from this area, however some of
the flow now goes to the treatment plant near the Pines.

At least three buried arches are present in the east bridge. Suggested that the arches
were blocked to allow for road widening. Suggested that the spoil from the historic
dredging of the Suck was deposited on the left bank.
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Former local elected representative

e Suggestion that the Derrymullan wall has caused additional flooding of agricultural
lands on the western side.

e Suggestion that there was a historic/prehistoric crossing (possibly fording) of the Suck
adjacent to the Hill of Back. Suggestion that there were footways associated with this
crossing on either side.

e Suggestion that restrictions associated with designated environmental sites should be
temporarily removed to allow essential works to take place e.g. flood relief.

.RYAN' Public Consultation Feedback Report mPage 27



