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The following is the clients Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) monthly review of the Glashaboy River (Glanmire/Sallybrook) Drainage 
Scheme.  It details observations made on site regarding environmental and ecological factors involved in the scheme. This formulates a 
monthly review to be submitted to the Environmental Monitoring Group (EMG).  
 
 
 
The main work areas for December 2024 included:  
 

• Cois na Gleann - Stonemasonry cladding.  

• Area 1 – Capping beams installations.  

• Circus field - Stonemasonry cladding. 

• Hazelwood Overflow Culvert – Precast walls installed  

• Hazelwood Bridge – Gas main diverted  

• Meadowbrook estate – Capping beams, wall demolition, flood defence wall.  

• Copper Valley Vue (CVV) – Waterproofing bridge deck.  

• Brooklodge culvert – Filter drain. Drainage line 6/S1.  

• New Line - Waterproofing bridge deck.  

• Areas 1/2/3 – Ducting and Drainage. 
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General comments  

Environmental Tour 021 took place on the 12th of December with the site ecologist.   

The site ecologist will be going on maternity leave and will be replaced by Lisa Dolan (LD), who will assume full responsibility as 
Sorensen’s site ecologist for the foreseeable future. 

The current licenses active within the schemes include a Regulation 49 license for the transport of the transport of JKW and Himalayan 
Balsam (HB) is active from 06/09/2024 to 30/06/2025. Regarding otters, a derogation license for holts at locations N2, C2, N6C, and 
N6D is active from 22/02/2024 until 31/12/2024.  

Table 1. Outstanding items to be addressed by Sorensen  

Item 
No.  

Issue  Action  

5.9 A leak into the main channel which is coming from a faulty holding tank 
beneath the car showroom. This type of pollution is especially 
damaging as it contains polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, heavy 
metals and residual fuels. 

The responsibility for this pollution is with Grandons and not the main 
contractor Sorensen. The ECoW will continue to monitor the situation.  
 
December 2024 Update: The area was observed to be clean again this 
month. Situation appears to be addressed.  

7.48 Contaminated boulders temporarily stored to undergo treatment with 
Bioversal HC.  

December 2024 Update: No change this month. The reuse of boulders on 
site has yet to be decided. Treatment will depend their eventual use.  

11.3 Material removed from Grandon’s during drainage works was added 
with concrete waste. This section has also been left uncovered. 

December 2024 update: This material was tested and found to not be 
contaminated. Keeping the material cover was therefore not required. 
Concrete was added for convenience. The entirety of the material was 
removed off site this month to the a licensed waste facility.  

11.4 At the northernmost part of Sallybrook, a fenced-off area lacks 
signage to alert workers that it is a Japanese Knotweed exclusion 
zone. 

December 2024 update: Signage was installed at this location in 
December.  

11.5 Steel reinforcing offcuts are being inappropriately stored within the 
Holding Cell at Sallybrook.  

December 2024 update: The rebar was not relocated to an alternative 
location this month.   
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11.11 Housing keeping at Sallybrook. December 2024 update: Construction waste material was cleaned up 
this month.  

 

 

Table 2. Main table of the months ecological and environmental related activities  

Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

12.1  04/12/2024 At the Hazelwood Bridge 
overflow culvert works area, 
the ground adjacent to the 
Glashaboy River has been 
lowered, enabling high flows 
to access the culvert. This 
presents a potential risk of fish 
becoming trapped in the area. 
No trapped fish were found 
during the inspection. 

 

 

It is 
recommended 
that the 
riverbank be 
properly 
bunded to 
prevent water 
from accessing 
the culvert. 

This work was completed on 
6/12/24. For further 
information refer to Item 12.2.  
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Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

12.2  06/12/24 Bund erected at Hazelwood 
bridge overflow culvert works 
area.  Coir mesh was then 
installed at the Hazelwood 
overflow culvert. Initially it was 
loose on inspection and 
appeared not to be pegged 
down sufficiently. 

 

Ensure enough 
pegs are used 
on the coir 
mesh and 
preform regular 
checks as this 
exposed 
riverbank is 
receiving 
regular erosion 
force.  
 
 

Coir mesh received additional 
pegs.   

12.3  12/12/24 The tube dipper nest installed 
in the Cois na Gleann culvert 
was discussed during 
Environmental Tour 021 
(ET21). It was agreed that it in 
its current state it is 
inadequate and either needs 
modification or replacement 
with alternative. To address 
predation risks, present due to 
insufficient height.  

 

Address 
predation risks 
as discussed. To 
be completed 
prior to the 
commencemen
t of the 2025 
birding nesting 
season. 

Pipe to receive improvements.  
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Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

12.4  12/12/24 Although not urgent, the two 
mounds adjacent to Domino’s 
Pizza could be removed.  

 

Remove 
mounds of 
excavated 
material.   

To be completed in February 
2025 during reinstatement 
works.  

12.5  12/12/24 Although the cameras are 
currently not operational, they 
remain installed at two 
locations, Sallybrook and 
Meadowbrook, even though 
the otter camera monitoring 
license has expired. 

 

Remove all 
cameras.  
 
Apply for new 
license as 
further 
monitoring of 
otters will be 
required to 
facilitate works 
in 2025.  

The Cameras were removed on 
20/12/24. New license to be 
applied for in 2025.  
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Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

12.6  12/12/24 Housekeeping at corner of gym 
and Grandon’s Centra – small 
amounts of foam, metal, bolts 
and mason line. 

 

Clean up 
construction 
wate. 

The material was all cleaned 
up on 20/12/24.  
 

12.7  12/12/24 The pumping activity at the 
Brooklodge culvert on 
Monday, December 9th, 2025, 
was reviewed. It was 
acknowledged that the 
arrangement was suboptimal, 
lacking appropriate silt control 
measures. A more effective 
pumping setup should have 
been implemented to address 
the issue of sediment-laden 
water being discharged 
directly into the Glenmore 
River. 

 

 

Are handheld 
water turbidity 
readings 
available for the 
period when 
pumping was 
operational? 
 
It is essential 
that future 
pumping 
activities are 
approved and 
signed off by a 
site ecologist to 
ensure 
alignment with 
environmental 
commitments. 
 

A handheld reading of 101 NTU 
was taken from the works area 
where the water was being 
pumped from at approx. 14:00. 
 
Refresher toolbox talk on silt 
control to be given in 2025. 
 
Permit to pump procedures to be 
reviewed by replacement site 
ecologist LD in January 2025.  
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Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

What 
procedures will 
be 
implemented to 
prevent a 
recurrence of 
this incident 
and ensure 
compliance 
with 
environmental 
requirements? 

12.8  17/12/24 Two silt curtains installed 
during work on the penstock 
as a precautionary measure 
remain in place within the Mill 
Race. 

 

These should be 
removed.  

Response to be issued by 
Sorensen in January 2025.  
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Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

12.9  17/12/24 Sandbag waste visible from the 
SuperValu bridge adjacent to 
the Funeral Home works area.  

 

Remove 
sandbag waste 
from 
watercourse.  
 
Site personnel 
should be 
advised not 
allow waste 
into channel 
and if it is 
accidental to 
remove once it 
has been 
identified. 

Response to be issued by 
Sorensen in January 2025. 

12.10  17/12/24 Pumping at Meadowbrook. No 
Permit-to-Pump in place.   

 

Update 
procedures of 
Permit-to-Pump 
to include all 
pumping 
activities no 
matter the 
duration or 
quantity.     

The duration and volume of 
this pumping activity were 
minimal, lasting only one hour. 
Water was discharged onto a 
well-vegetated bank, ensuring 
maximum attenuation and 
preventing any runoff. The 
ecologist was informed and 
approved the activity prior to 
commencement; no formal 
permit was issued due to the 
limited scale and short 
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Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

duration of the discharge. 
However, based on lessons 
learned from this occurrence, 
future reporting procedures 
will be updated to include 
even minor pumping events to 
ensure full transparency and 
oversight. 

12.11  17/12/24 Damaged tree limb at 
Meadowbrook estate requires 
delimbing for aesthetic, tree 
health and Health and Safety 
reasons. This is not an urgent 
issue.  

 

The limb of 
most concern is 
across from No. 
37. 

Response to be issued by 
Sorensen in January 2025. 

12.12  17/12/24 Road resurfacing works at the 
entrance to Meadowbrook Estate 
were observed to be associated 
with hydrocarbon pollution 

 

The issue was 
raised to the 
subcontractor 
site foreman, 
who took 
immediate 
action by 
organising a 
nearby vacuum 
road sweeper 
to thoroughly 

Response to be issued by 
Sorensen in January 2025. 
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Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

 

clean the 
affected area.  
 
It is 
recommended 
that 
environmentally 
sensitive 
activities, such 
as road 
resurfacing, be 
supervised by a 
site ecologist to 
mitigate 
potential 
environmental 
risks. 

12.13  17/12/24 Coir mesh located upstream of 
Riverstown bridge in need of 
maintenance. 

 

Repair the coir 
mesh erosion 
protection by 
re-securing the 
lifted corner. 

Response to be issued by 
Sorensen in January 2025. 
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Item 
number 

Date Comment Image ECoW 
Action/Recom

mendation 

Sorensens’s Action response 

12.14  18/12/24 Gound works a Brooklodge 
culvert has exposed earth 
adjacent to the Glenmore river 
presenting possible run off 
risks.  

 

Advised that 
mitigation 
measures to 
prevent run off 
into the river 
may be 
required? 

A precast wall was installed at 
this location the following day 
negating the need for erosion 
control measures.  

 
 
 
 

 


