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The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
will fulfil the requirements set out by Directive 2014/52/
EU and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 
the ‘Guidelines on the Information to be contained in 
Environmental Impact Assessment Reports’ (EPA, 
2022). The EIAR will also reference the ‘Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying 
out Environmental Impact Assessment’, published by 
the Department of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government in August 2018. 

The purpose of the EIAR is to assess the proposed 
scheme for likely significant effects on the environment, 
both favorable and adverse effects. The environmental 
themes addressed in the EIAR include the human, 
social and economic aspect, biodiversity-flora & fauna, 
land, soils and geology, landscape, cultural heritage/
archaeology. 

During the preparation of the EIAR, the engineering, 
route selection and design of the scheme is developed 
in a manner which takes account of environmental 
constraints and sensitivities, as far as possible. For 
any significant effects which cannot be avoided, 
mitigation may be recommended in the form of best-
practice measures which manage impacts during 
construction or aim to reduce or remedy impacts to 
the environment due to the existence of the scheme.  

In parallel with the EIAR, “Appropriate Assessment” (AA) 
is required under Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive 
(the statute in Irish law is the European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011). 
Screening is required for likely significant effects on 
sites designated for nature conservation, Special Areas 
of Conservation (SAC), under the Habitats Directive, or 
Special Protection Areas (SPA), under the Birds Directive.  
If the possibility of effects is identified at screening 
stage, then an appropriate assessment must be carried 
out which begins with preparing a Natura Impact Report 
(NIR) which assesses the significance of effects with 
regard to the conservation objectives of the European 
Sites.  

The EIAR and NIS are prepared to inform the public, 
statutory consultees and the competent authority, in 
this case the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, for the purposes of the EIA and AA  processes 
leading to a decision on consent and confirmation of 
the scheme. Assessing the impacts of the project and 
associated activities requires a good understanding of 
the ecological baseline  conditions. The Environmental 
Consultants Ryan Hanley have established detailed 
baseline information about current and past conditions 
in the terrestrial and aquatic environment from both 
direct flora and fauna surveys and background research.  

Environmental Impact Assessment and 
Appropriate Assessment Processes 

The River Suck and Deerpark 
River are important foraging 
and breeding habitat for Otters.  
The rivers support rich aquatic 
habitats and a range of fish 
species including brown trout, 
stone loach, minnow, stickleback, 
eel, lamprey and pike.  Several 
pairs of breeding Kingfishers 
were recorded, which need small 
fish and wooded riverside. 

The River Suck, flanked by wet 
alder-willow-ash woodland and tall 
reed swamp is a habitat supporting 
ducks including Teal and Mallard, 
Heron, Little Egret, Cormorant, 
Mute Swan and Moorhen. Callows 
with short grass sward are a 
feeding habitat for wintering 
Lapwing and Golden Plover, and 
wet rush grassland a breeding 
habitat for Snipe and duck species.  

Old buildings, mature treelines and hedgerows, 
as well as open waters of rivers and wetlands 
are excellent roost and foraging habitats 
for bat species in this and other areas.  

Important area for wintering 
Lapwing and Golden Plover, 
which are special conservation 
interests (SCI) in the SPA.  Many 
other waterbirds were recorded 
including Snipe, Dunlin, Heron, 
Little Egret, Cormorant, Mute 
Swan, Teal and Mallard. There 
are some seasonal flood zones in 
the callows at Portnick in which 
water levels rise by groundwater 
resembling turloughs.  These 
area are important habitats 
for Teal and Snipe also. 

Otters were recorded 
in many locations 
along the River Suck.  

This area includes wetlands 
set back from the river - some 
seasonal flood zones in the callows 
at Portnick where water levels rise 
from groundwater, resembling 
turloughs. There is species-rich 
wet and dry grassland that 
supports wintering birds including 
good numbers of Snipe and ducks, 
Teal and Mallard, as wells as Heron 
and Little Egret.  It also supports 
large flocks of passerines, like finch 
species feeding on seed plants and 
thrush species also.  Kingfishers 
were recorded along the river

The area south of the M6 from 
Pollboy to Kelly’s Grove includes 
a broad level flood plain of 
callows used by large numbers of 
wintering birds including Lapwing, 
Golden Plover, Wigeon, Teal 
and Whooper Swans.  Though 
south of the core elements of the 
scheme, it is within the zone of 
influence and must be assessed.  

Important flood callows for wintering Whooper 
and Mute Swans, Lapwing, Shoveler, Teal, 
Wigeon and Mallard ducks, as well as Curlew. 


