
Kenmare Flood Relief Scheme

Introduction
Kerry County Council as the Lead Authority, in partnership with The Office of Public Works (OPW)

is now advancing with the Kenmare Flood Relief Scheme.

This Flood Relief Scheme is part of the €1bn National Fund announced by the Government for

Flood Relief Schemes throughout the country in May 2018.

The OPW has recommended the development of a Flood Relief Scheme for Kenmare as a result

of the work completed in the South-Western Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and

Management (CFRAM) Study.

The CFRAM identified numerous structural and non-structural options which could be adopted

for effective and sustainable management of flood risks within the study area. These options

were then screened under the following headings:

• Technical

• Economic

• Environmental

• Social

The CFRAM Study identified a preferred option for Kenmare which can be summarised as

comprising mainly of a series of flood embankments and walls.

To progress the scheme to the next stage ByrneLooby have been commissioned to develop and

implement a Flood Relief Scheme for Kenmare. The project will not be limited to the
recommendations of the CFRAM study and will appraise, at project specific level of detail, all
potential flood relief measures to ensure the most suitable scheme is developed.

DESIGN STANDARD

The design Standard of Protection (SoP) sought for the Kenmare Flood Relief Scheme (FRS) is
the 1% annual exceedance probability (AEP) event for fluvial flooding and the 0.5% AEP event
for coastal flooding. This can be thought of as a flood with a magnitude such that it has a
1%/0.5% chance of occurring in any given year and is sometimes referred to as the 100-
year/200-year flood.

The scheme will also be assessed for resistance/adaption to climate change for flood events that
are greater than the design flood event.

STAGES & TIMELINES

The diagram below outlines the steps in Stages 1-2 that lead up to the statutory approval for the
scheme. Once this is obtained, the detailed design will begin, and a construction contractor will
then be procured to build the scheme. The timeline for the entire project is shown inset below.

Background, Timeline and Public Consultation Process

PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT 

EVENT 1

What we are 
working on?

PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT 

EVENT 2

What happens 
next?

PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT 

EVENT 3

What happens 
then?

STATUTORY 
CONSENT
PROCESS• Constraints Study

• Surveys

• Public Liaison

• Hydrology Analysis and 
Hydraulic Modelling

• Development of viable 
options

• Planning application for 
site investigation works
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• Purpose of project 
will be set out

• Look at potential 
outcomes

• We gather your views

• Present work 
completed

• Present options to be 
developed 

• Get feedback from 
Stakeholders

• Detailed Geotechnical 
Investigations

• Development of 
Emerging Preferred 
Options

• Preliminary Design

• Presentation of the 
emerging preferred 
option

• Input from the public 
and stakeholders will 
then be considered 
further

• Scheme Review

• Production of scheme 
documentation

• Screening for 
Appropriate 
Assessment

• Screening for 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment

A fourth chance to 
have your voice heard

And then…

• Detailed Design

• Procurement and 
Construction
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