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Ballinasloe Flood Relief Scheme

Area 5: Town centre

Option 5A: Direct 
Flood Defences
(West Channel 
Open)

Ballinasloe Castle & Bawn
Sites & Monuments Register: GA088-040 & GA088-040002

Commanding an ancient fording point over the River 
Suck. Present ruins likely date from 14th to 16th 
centuries and are possibly located on or close to a 
castle built by Turlough O’Carolan in 1124 and ‘castle 
of Suicin’ built by the Anglo-Normans in 1245.

Only crenellated bawn and circular turret survives (in 
poor condition). No visible surface trace of the castle 
survives. Arched gateway to east side may be original 
entrance and a keystone, dated 1597 and lying within the 
grounds; is inscribed with the name ‘Anthony Braklon’.

‘Atlas Channels’ to east and west of bawn 
supplied 18th/19th -century Corn Mill to south 
but may have originally formed a defensive moat 
for the caste and thus be medieval in origin.

West Bridge
Sites & Monuments Register: GA088-
047001-. Protected Structure ref; 194.
Four-arch limestone road bridge over one 
largely dry branch of River Suck, built c.1745, 
incorporating earlier fabric from bridge of 
c.1575. Further arch at slight distance to west 
and recent research suggests the structure may 
extend further west again (Maguire, 2021).

Area 5: Town centre

Important callows for wintering Lapwing, 
Golden Plover, Teal and other bird species.
Diverse emergent aquatic plant community 
along river edge, islets and tributaries.

Bridge, old buildings and trees are potential 
roost sites for bat species. Kingfisher noted 
here during breeding season 2021.
Species rich calcareous grassland 
on higher levels of river bank.

East Bridge
Sites & Monuments Register: GA088-
047. Protected Structure refs; 3121/221
Four-arch limestone bridge spanning 
the River Suck - easternmost of two 
road bridges. Earliest reference is 
1579. Widened to north side in 1745 
and present structure spanning the 
river dates to 1887. The medieval 
bridge is incorporated within the later 
structure along the eastern, land-
locked portion. At least one buried arch 
remains here and is visible on the south 
elevation of the present structure. The 
bridge is a Protected Structure and a 
designated National Monument in the 
ownership of the Local Authority.

Some flood alleviation engineering 
options propose works to the 
bridge structure and are considered 
critical to mitigating flood risk. Such 
measures would provide flood relief 
as far upstream as Derrymullan 
to the west of the town.
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