
Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  237 

Trench: TT3-1 Context: C3-1-08 Dates excavated: 18/7/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557713.8114, 657547.9230 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.0588 

Depth of feature below surface: 0.25m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: SSW/NNE 

Description: Upper parapet of wall revealed for one course 

Date of construction:  19th century wall terrace 

 
 

 
Figure 35  Wall in TT3-1 (C3-1-08) 

 
  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  238 

Trench: TT4-1 Context: C4-1-16 Dates excavated: 20/7/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557733.8251, 657522.7201 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.1258 

Depth of feature below surface: 0.7-4.1m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: W/E, 94° 

Description: Southern pier wall of New Quay, unexposed side, water side 
(north facing) robbed out.  

Date of construction:  1760s, built by 1769 

 

 
Figure 36  Wall in TT4-1 (C4-1-16) 

 
  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  239 

 

Trench: TT4-4 Context: C4-4-07 Dates excavated: 26/7/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557761.8209, 657520.7317 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.1364 

Depth of feature below surface: 0.7-2.5m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: W/E, 94° 

Description: Continuation of wall revealed 27m to the west in TT4-1, 
Southern pier wall of New Quay, unexposed side, water side 
(north facing) robbed out. 

Date of construction:  1760s, built by 1769 

 

 
Figure 37  Wall in TT4-4 (C4-4-07) 

 
  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  240 

 

Trench: TT5-1A Context: C5-1A-07 Dates excavated: 25/6/20 

Feature type: Cobbled surface 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557743.7876, 657552.8812 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.0236 

Depth of feature below surface: 0.4-0.8m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: n/a  

Description: Cobbled surface of rounded stones set in mortar across a 
4m stretch in the centre and south of the trench. The surface 
has sunken in the centre, and this dip corresponds with a pit 
under the cobbling; good condition 

Date of construction:  Early 19th century - contemporary with construction of the 
Courthouse or Potato Market 

 

 
Figure 38  Cobbled surface in TT5-1A (C5-1A-07) 

  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  241 

 

Trench: TT5-1A Context: C5-1A-15 Dates excavated: 30/6/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557743.9404, 657552.1493 

Minimum depth (ASL): 1.2773 

Depth of feature below surface: 2.38-2.83m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: WSW/ENE, 106° 

Description: Mortared limestone wall exposed at 2.38m depth, crossing 
the trench in a west-southwest/east-northeast alignment; 
1.4m width. Limestone of varied size bonded with pale grey 
mortar. Rough facing on south side and finer face on north 
side; irregular coursing. 

Date of construction:  Pre-1760s Possible quay associated with late medieval 
harbour.  

 

 
Figure 39  Wall in TT5-1A (C5-1A-15), view facing south 

  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  242 

 

Trench: TT5-1B Context: C5-1B-11 Dates excavated: 16/7/20 

Feature type: Culvert/drain 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557739, 657564 

Minimum depth (ASL): unknown 

Depth of feature below surface: 0.75-2.8m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: SW/NE 

Description: South side of culvert exposed, running parallel and directly 
beneath the perimeter wall on south of the courthouse. 
Limestone rubble incorporating some brick.  

Date of construction:  1810 - contemporary with courthouse 

 

 
Figure 40  Culvert at the north of TT5-1B (C5-1B-11) 

  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  243 

 

Trench: TT5-2A Context: C5-2A-04 Dates excavated: 2/7/20 

Feature type: Cobbled surface 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557747.4863, 657558.5083 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.5005 

Depth of feature below surface: 0.4-0.6m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: n/a 

Description: Patch of cobbled surface of rounded stones set in mortar at 
400mm depth and spanning a continuous stretch of 2m 
maximum E/W; poor condition 

Date of construction:  Early 19th century - contemporary with construction of the 
Courthouse or Potato Market 

 

 
Figure 41  Cobbled surface in TT5-1A (C5-2A-04) 

  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  244 

 

Trench: TT5-2A Context: C5-2A-11 Dates excavated: 2/7/20 

Feature type: Stone surface 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557747.4863, 657558.5083 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.5005 

Depth of feature below surface: 2-2.4m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: n/a 

Description: Compacted stone surface across eastern two thirds of 
trench; may be just a dense in-fill rather than a surface 

Date of construction:  Late 18th century – in-filling of harbour 

 

 
Figure 42  Stone surface in TT5-2A (C5-2A-11) 

 
  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  245 

 

Trench: TT5-2C Context: C5-2C-06 Dates excavated: 7/7/20 

Feature type: Cobbled surface 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557759.9072, 657567.6009 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.4856 

Depth of feature below surface: 0.55-0.8m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: n/a 

Description: Patch of cobbled surface of rounded stones set in mortar at 
up to 800mm depth and spanning a continuous stretch of 2m 
maximum E/W; poor condition 

Date of construction:  Early 19th century - contemporary with construction of the 
Courthouse or Potato Market 

 

 
Figure 43  Cobbled surface in TT5-1C (C5-2C-06) 

  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  246 

 

Trench: TT5-2C Context: C5-2C-09 Dates excavated: 7/7/20 

Feature type: Culvert/drain 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557761.5004, 657569.5848 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.1798 

Depth of feature below surface: 0.5-1.55m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: NW/SE, 140° 

Description:  Stone lined culvert carrying a 6” terracotta pipe, at the NE 
end of TT5C. The culvert is approximately 950mm width and 
built of cut limestone blocks 200mm wide set to three 
courses  

Date of construction:  19th century 

 

 
Figure 44  Culvert at the east of TT5-2C (C5-2C-09) 

  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  247 

 

Trench: TT5-2C Context: C5-2C-13 Dates excavated: 8/7/20 

Feature type: Wall/foundation 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557743.9404, 657552.1493 

Minimum depth (ASL): 1.2488 

Depth of feature below surface: 2.7-3.4m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: NNW/SSE, 150° 

Description: Limestone mortared wall exposed at 2.7m depth, crossing 
TT5-3 in a northwest/southeast alignment. The upper course 
of the wall is 1100mm width; a second course (foundation) 
visible as a large boulder exposed for a height of 400mm 
and with an uneven face giving a total width of 1400mm. No 
bonding evident but may have eroded out. Fill abutting the 
southwest side is grey sand with frequent oyster shell and 
containing clay pipe and black glazed earthenware; fill on 
the ‘inner’ northeast side is brown clay. 

Date of construction:  Pre-1760s, quay wall associated with Late Medieval 
harbour.  

 

 
Figure 45  Wall in TT-2C (C5-2C-13)  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  248 

 

Trench: TT5-3 Context: C5-3-13 Dates excavated: 9-13/7/20 

Feature type: Wall/foundation 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557762.8512, 657563.3575 

Minimum depth (ASL): 2.4788 

Depth of feature below surface: 1.27-3.02m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: NNW/SSE, 150° 

Description: Limestone wall exposed at 1.27m depth. The upper course 
is 1100mm width, expanding to 1400mm on the rubble 
foundation; seven courses exposed; well cut and dressed 
outer face in the upper courses becoming rougher and with 
more irregular coursing lower down; possible repairs by 
inserting smaller stones, brick. The wall sits upon limestone 
bedrock at 3.4m below the present ground level. This wall is 
the continuation of wall C5-2C-13, but better preserved 

Date of construction:  Pre-1760s, quayside wall associated with Late Medieval 
harbour, with later (18th century) additions  

 

 
Figure 46  Wall in TT5-3 (C5-3-13)  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  249 

 

Trench: TT5-3 Context: C5-3-14 Dates excavated: 9-13/7/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557763.8023, 657564.1069 

Minimum depth (ASL): 2.1285 

Depth of feature below surface: 1.4-2.15m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: WSW/ENE, 80° 

Description: Mortared limestone wall abutting and at right angles to wall 
C5-3-13. The wall has a mortared rubble core with angular 
limestone facing stones bonded by yellow mortar. Two 
courses and the top of a foundation were exposed for a 
depth of 750mm and a length of 2.35m. The exposed width 
of the wall is 1.1m, and it continues into the trench wall to 
the north. The wall is cut by a culvert to the northeast and is 
also cut by the retaining wall C5-3-13, so is earlier than this. 

Date of construction:  Medieval? May relate to projecting jetty as shown on Phillips’ 
(1685) and Eyre’s (1752) maps.  

 

 
Figure 47  Wall in TT5-3 (C5-3-14)  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  250 

 

Trench: TT5-5 Context: C5-5-12 Dates excavated: 1/7/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557730.3616, 657544.2257 

Minimum depth (ASL): 2.8074 

Depth of feature below surface: 1.1-3m (base concealed by wall C5-5-13) 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: WNW/ESE, 100° 

Description: Mortared limestone wall of irregularly shaped and sized 
limestone blocks; well-constructed; irregular coursing  
consisting of three segments defined by sills which become 
progressively wider at greater depth. Minimum width: 1.1m. 
Height of wall revealed: 1.81m (right of image) 

Date of construction:  Pre-1769 wall, may be associated with medieval North Pier.  

 

 
Figure 48  Walls in the west of TT5-5 (C5-5-12) and (C5-5-13) 

  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  251 

 

Trench: TT5-5 Context: C5-5-13 Dates excavated: 1/7/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557730.7810, 657545.0540 

Minimum depth (ASL): 2.054 

Depth of feature below surface: 1.65-3m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: NNE/SSW, 10° 

Description: Mortared limestone wall aligned west/east, abutting and at 
right angles to wall C5-5-12, which has been tied in to this 
wall and which this wall pre-dates. The wall has a mortared 
rubble core with finer limestone facing stones bonded by 
yellow mortar.  

Date of construction:  1760s, built by 1769. Northern pier wall of New Quay, 
unexposed side, ontemporary with quay wall found in TT4-1 
and TT4-4.  

 

 
Figure 49  Detail showing junction of walls in the west of TT5-5 (C5-5-12) and (C5-5-13) 

  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  252 

 

Trench: TT6-1 Context: C6-1AB-06 Dates excavated: 11/6/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557818.5192, 657529.9961 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.4049m 

Depth of feature below surface: 1.28m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: NNE/SSW, 20° 

Description: Mortared limestone wall running along west side of trench 

Date of construction:  Unknown 

 

 
Figure 50  Wall foundation TT6-1A looking north.   



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  253 

 

Trench: TT6-1 Context: C6-1AB-07 Dates excavated: 11/6/20 

Feature type: Cobbled surface 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557818.9163, 657528.7791 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.4542m 

Depth of feature below surface:1.3 m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: n/a 

Description: Cobbled surface 

Date of construction:  16th-17th century. Access point to harbour, Quay gate was 
rebuilt in 1642, removed by 1769.  

 
 

 
Figure 51  Cobbled surface in TT6-1 (C6-1AB-07) 

 
  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  254 

 

Trench: TT6-1 Context: C6-1AB-08 Dates excavated: 11/6/20 

Feature type: Mortared surface 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557818.5093, 657530.2125 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.3599m  

Depth of feature below surface: 1.25m 

Base of feature reached? N 

Alignment: n/a 

Description: Mortared or metalled surface abutting cobbled surface (C6-
1AB-07) and wall (C6-1AB-06).  

Date of construction:  16th-17th century. Part of the Quay gate shown on maps 
dating from 1587 to 1769.  

 

 
Figure 52  Mortared surface in TT6-1 (C6-1AB-08) 

 
  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  255 

 

Trench: TT6-1 Context: C6-1CD-08 Dates excavated: 18/8/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557817.0822, 657523.9082 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.3924m 

Depth of feature below surface: 1.4-2.6m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: NW/SE, 110° 

Description: Mortared limestone wall running across centre of the trench; 
mortar fragments adhered to the south-facing side of the 
wall 

Date of construction:  Late Medieval. Part of city defences between Quay Gate 
and bastion 

 

 
Figure 53  Wall running across the centre of TT6-1 (C6-1CD-08) 

 
  



Kings Island Flood Relief Scheme – Archaeological Testing  October 2020 

Moore Group  256 

 

Trench: TT6-1 Context: C6-1CD-09 Dates excavated: 18/8/20 

Feature type: Wall 

Co-ordinates (ITM): 557816.9169, 657523.2266 

Minimum depth (ASL): 3.1788m 

Depth of feature below surface: 1.5-2.9m 

Base of feature reached? Y 

Alignment: NNE/SSW, 200° 

Description: Mortared limestone wall running N/S along east side of 
trench, perpendicular to (cut by) C6-1CD-08 to the north. 
Potential three-sided bastion, note upper side of feature was 
slightly concave, consideration was given to this being a 
drain. More likely associated with projecting bastion and 
access to south pier. 

Date of construction:  Late Medieval 

 

 
Figure 54  Wall running along the east of TT6-1 (C6-1CD-09) 

  


